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ABSTRACT 

The issue of whose "facts" and whose perspective will 
control classroom discussions of social questions tends to surface in 
one of two related ways*. (1) in connection with efforts to mandate 
the content of the instructional matter, and (2) in connection with 
attacks on teachers whose instructional material contains facts or 
evaluations offensive to a powerful social group or interest. A 
historical survey of the political monitoring of those who would give 
instruction concerning the ethics of social action, with focus on the 
ethics of communication, indicates a rediscovery after World War I of 
the importance of the nthical communication practices in democratic 
politics. The popularity of critical propaganda studies in colleges 
and universities during the mid-'1930s was a short-lived phenomenon, 
however, and in the increasingly tense political atmosphere of 1939 
to 1941, opponents of education who probed social ethics often 
branded ethical analysis as part of a conspiracy to undermine 
dominant American institutions. In the 1940s and 1950s, forces 
opposed to critical social analysis levied charges against educators 
and textbooks. The place of ethics in present day classrooms is, at 
best, ambiguous. While the upheavals of the 1960s and 1970s created a 
renewed acceptance of inquiries into the nature of modern society, 
the politics of receni years has seen the anti-critical trends 
continue, although now in the form of pressure from a variety of 
social groups harboring strong political opinions about what should 
and should not be taught. (ETH) 
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ilhosa Bthlos in thm Clasorooa? On thm Polltlos of EKhlea 

9m in th* flald of spAoch coMmmlcat ion mrm faailllac 
tilth thm notion t.iSt politics posos othloal pcobloM. Tho 
cocroapondlng «o\ltloal aspoots of othlos mzm of ton 

oonsldorod# buv oqually dosorvlng of attontlon. To 
•tato tlM quMt. "whoso othlos In tho olavsrooa?" Is to 
cslso tb« Issus Mhos* "fsots** and whoso porspsotlvo will 
control classrooa discussions of social qusstlons. This 
IssiM tonds to surfaoa In ono of two colatod wayst ( 1> In 
connsctlon with efforts to Madato tho contont of Instruc- 
tional Mttor* and <2> In connsctlon with attacks on 
toachsrs whos* Instructional Mtorlal contains facts or 
•valuations offonslvs to a powerful social group or Intor- 
•St. This papsr pr^sMits an Mstorlcal survoy of th^ 
political aonltoclng of thoss who would givm Instruction 
oonosralng th^ •thlcs of social act lorn with focus on tho 
•thlos of oowMinleat Ion. This papsr bsglns by noting ths 
rsdlsoovory, aftwr «orld War X, of ths laportanos of sthlcal 
ooammlcat Ion practlcss In dsaooratlc politics. Ths 
rsaalndsr of ths papsr survsyii ths continuing tsndsncy for 
powsrful forcss to kssp watch on ths efforts of sducators to 
offer Instruction that STaluatss ths ethics of political and 
social practices. 



Ths Disoo¥srv of Cos^mioat ion ■thies 

■thlcal practices of comunlcation wore not an lepor- 
tant aspect of the ratlonallsl: political thsorles that 
doainated late nineteenth century tear lean pel r leal 
science. Ttim prealer textbook In governoMnt* Lv ;:d Bryce's 
Thi ilirimn TinMimfllHll presented politics as a process 
by which the electorate rationally Ident led and coMMinl- 
cated wishes to elected officials. Bryce's thsory that 
public opinion we* eutonoaous and suprene left no rooa for 
the idea that the public aight itself be controlled through 
propaganda campaigns or through adulteration of news. 1 
Presented in this fora^ ths ethics of politics and society 
was a self-ceguleting aeohealsa in which the public spontan 
eously eorrsctsd abuses. 

By the tiae of lasrlcan en^ry into «erld «ar U the 
orthodox view of politics as ths rctional foraatiom 
expression* sad execution of public oplnior. lias on the 
decline. Bealist writers* known collectively as the 
auekrakexs* had done auoh to dispsl the notion that see lot y 
snd politics siaply reflected the wishsir of deaocratic 
aaiorlties. In perticular* «ill Xrwlr's series of fifteen 
srticlss for Collier's aagaiins in 1911 brought attention 
to the actual process by which ths events becaas printed 
news. Zrwin# who drsw froa his oit:i «>7;psrlsnoss as a 
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c«poctttr# and who lnt«rvl«wad pcoalMnt raportsrs and 
•dltors, olt«d various Influanoos that oolorad joucnallatic 
copy. Thaaa Inoludad < 1> tha Influanoa of advartlsaca# Mho 
of tan vara glvan apaolal favora by publlahara# (2> tha 
tandaaoy for adltora to aaaoolata with asid taka on tha 
aoolal Attltttdaa of tha waalthy# and <3> tha oooaalonal 
Inatanoaa of bualnaaa obtaining favorabla oovacaga through 
outright bribary.2 M about tha saaa tina aa Irwin waa 
daaoribing tha raalitias of political ooMninioat ion# drahaa 
fiailaa* baak, Hwan Matura in fftelitioa. mmu calling attan- 
tion to othac waaknaaaaa in rationaliat viawa of politicol 
daoiaion aaking. Spaoif ioally* Wallaa contandad that **tha 
aapirical act of politico oonsiata largaly in tha creation 
of opinion by tha dalibarata axploitation of auboonaoioua 
non-rational inf aranoa. "3 In tha daoada b^ora tha Oraat 
flar# aa crowd payohology and Ffcaudian payohoanalyaia gava 
now ozradanoa to Vallaa* viawB# tha • Ignif ioanew of athioal 
quaatiena in politioa inoraasad. If pclitica waa not aiaply 
tha rational art of applying faot to judgaant, if tha 
oboioaa by raport«ra# aditora, and vo;:ara wara aubjact to 
nonrntiMal iaf luanoa# than tha athiok' of political ooaanin- 
ioation and ohoioa waa of oonaldarabla aoaant. 

Oraat Oar of 1914 1917 auppliad tha eonelusiva 
avidanoa that both broka tha doainanoa of rationaliaa in 
political thaory# and alae oraatad a eonacioua intacaat in 
how aattara of oooio-<polit ioal athics wara traatad in tha 
ourrioulu». During tha war# all balligaranta aatabliahad 
d*partaanta to parauada doaastio and foraign audianoaa of 
tha rightnaas of tha natioaa* war polio iaa. Purauad on a 
aoala navar bafora witnaaaad# thaaa propaganda afforta 
avantually brought into viaw tha athieol preblaaa for 
danooratio govaraaant that wara poaad by taehniguaa and 
toehnalogiaa of aaas parauaaion. In tha Onitad Stataa, 
awaraaaaa of tha aooial pcoblaa of propaganda i^raw a lowly 
batwaaa 1914 and 1917. tear lean opinion laadr>ra wara 
awara of tha coataat of paiqphlataaring wagad batwaaa 
a«9portara of Oaraaay aad Brltaia during 1914 and 1915^ a 
oaapaiga that ahiftad ooaelu-'ivaly againat Oaraany aftar tha 
aiaking of tha paaaaagmr liaar^ Luaitania, by a Oaraan 
aubaarina.4 By 1916# varioua ainiatar aotivitiaa of pro- 
Oaraaa agania aad propagaadiata in tha Onitad Stataa wara 
baooaing aattara of pablio kaowladga# including afforta to 
foaaat atrikaa in Jaarioan plaata preduoing war aatarial for 
tha Jklliaa* aad afforta to purohaaa aawapapara. Whan tha 
Onitad Stataa aatasad tha war* thaaa aotivitiaa wara widely 
P'ablioisad ia fovacnaaat paaphlata aad# later, in Concrea- 
aioaal haaringa.& While the astenaiva Britiah propaganda 
oaapaiga waa aet yet seen in ainiatar tares by laerioana, 
tha Oaraaa pregraa^ whiob aiaed publ ioity aad sabot age# had 
brought the tara propagaada, pravioualy a relatively 
neutral espceaoien^ into diarepute. 

While the ooapetiag propaganda oaapaigns of tha JUliaa 



and th* Central Powars had antarad tha public* a oonsoioua' 
naaa In varioua tiaya* It Mna Aaarlea'a o«m 0.8. Coaalttaa on 
Public InforMtlon that oraatad tha li^Mdlata oontaxt for 
poatiMr unaaaa about aaaa parauaalon. Craatad by 9oodrow 
«llaon to rally tha nation bahind tha war affort# tha CPI 
raaehad out to Aaar loans la avary nay para^^tad by tha 
taohnology of tha tlMN<r Tha CPI produoad ana of all lions 
of paaphlata* aatabllshad » vast «far nmmm aarvioa# aant out 
75#0OC Four Mlnuta Msn spaafcara to addraaa audlaneaa batwaan 
aovla faatucas and on othac oooaalcna* dlstrlbutad poatara 
to avary oornar of tha nation* praparad f llaa# and plaoad 
all lions of donatad advartialng aaasafaa In varioua parlodl- 
oala. 

Tha CPI apraad both Hoodrow Wilson* a pro^raaalva vision 
of a Mac to apraad daaooraoy# but alao propa^atad thaaaa of 
faar and hata. Tha Caa»ittaa*s paaphlata halpad apraad 
aartias spy aaalas by suggastlag that rvanrs wara tha woirk 
of Oaraaa a^aata* and thoaa who aantioaad thaa probably wara 
in laagaa with Oacaany. Many of tha Ceaalttaa*a poatara 
paintad vivid piotura of Oaraaa aoldlara working atrooltlas 
oa laaooant woaSa aad ehlldraa.6 Thus, tha ooaalttaa 
ooatrlbatad to tha vary at a o sp ha r a that tolaratad and of tan 
aaooacagad attaoks oa aayeaa thought to ba lukawara In 
auppart of tha war. Maay attacks wsra ratreaotlva ooa- 
plalata agaiast pra-1917 writings that did not now oonfoca 
to naw do g aa a abowt a warld dividad lato abaolutaly good and 
abaolutaly avll nations. Tha war saw tha Inauguration of 
tha now faaillar praotlea of aerutlalslag tastbaoks for 
thalr adharaaoa to ourraatly fovorad sooio-politloal 
thought. For laatanoa, a nuabar of high aohoels bannad 
books by hlatorlan Jaaas Harvay Jtobinson on suoh grounds aa 
hla having oraditad 3araany with a tradition of good 
aunlolpla govaraaant. Chargas of thla typa baoaaa pravalant 
anough that tha CPI oonaldara* astabllshlng a dlvialon to 
handle iaguirlas about tha loyalty of textbook authora.? 

M tha saaa tiaa aa the CPI*8 leadara ahook their heada 
at abaurd loyalty ohargas leveled againat textbook authora, 
tha orgaalsatloa waa Itaelf eadeaverlng to recruit teaohara 
as propagandlats to help build a unlfora national opinion on 
tha war. Thla aetlea sat tha stage for postwar worrlea 
about tha role of tha gova rn aent and apaolal Intareata In 
praaerlbiag tha polltioal eontent of Instruction. The CPI* a 
aost dlraet ovartare to taaohers waa through Its national 
flehaol garvioe bulletin* a publloatlon dealgnad to "proaote 
national unity by aap h a s iiiag tha obligations of oitlsen- 
ahip." Tha iaportaaoe attached to the CPI* a aessaga to tha 
sohoola ia evidaat froa tha eoaaeat of CPI ohairaaa* George 
Creel # that "If tha war with its burdena and loaaea cent In- 
uad# tha national aorala would need the au^ort of a 
aeaaaga that aant without fall into every hoaa. **8 

In dlaoussiag tha role of eduoatora aa proponanta of 
tha official wartlaa dogaas# It Is laportant to note that 



•duoators mttm* mm m whola* m^cc to gat in utap with tbm 
CPI's visN of tho Groat Vor as a oontoat botwoon abaoluta 
good and abooluto ovil. Many pcoalnont hiatociana partioi- 
patod in thm 7hm National Board for Historical tervica* an 
organisation that oollootod data about onony publioationa^ 
and »l«o holpod pcoparo tho CPZ*s panp h lats. Fbr tha 
dwcatien of ths «Mr# this gro<9 took oinnt Hlatorw Jaaohora 
llmmmmlam. piiblishod hf thm tearioan Historial tesooia- 
tion for high school toaehara# and of farad actielos that 
pacrotod popular soctiaa siaplif ioat ions about luropoan 
history. 9 Tbm lUUB mm proainont i» proneting ths Rar 
Issuso Coursss offarsd at aany tear loan ool logos by ths War 
Ospartaant. A syllabus of ths «sr Issuos oourss at Stanford 
Dnivaraity ahoMs that tho ourrioulun oontainsd a libsral 
asasurs of wsrtias fabls — s.g,, that »orld Oar I bsgsn as 
psct of a Oscnsn'^Austcian plot—aisiid with aoourata histor- 
iesl inf Mast ion. 10 

Zn tha aonths aftsr ths Jlraistioo thst ondod ths Orsat 
Mac* both oduoators and tha gsacral public soon oaaa to 
rograt asiqp ss p s ct s of thoir wsrtias snthusissas. Public 
disillwsi ona s n t with ths war spcssd ss rsports of tisrsan 
atcoeitios grsdaslly bscaas disorsditsdr as assy war 
supportsra ooaparad ths Idsslisa of Wilson's 14 Points to 
tha salf-dsfastlag hsrshasas of ths Vsrsalllas trssty# as 
Miny IsMr loans fslt guilt for thsir wactias intolsranos# and 

Aasriesn historisas hslpad dlspsl wartiao ayths of ths 
Qrast War* a origins by raporting findings froa tho war 
arehivss of tho fallaa Suasisn# Oarasn» and Austrian 
rsgiaaa. Sharing ths growing postwsr wood of disillusion- 
asnt, Aasriesn s du o s tors ssw propsgsnds ss ths sxplsnation 
for ths aaticMi'a oonvsrsion and adhsvsncs to wartiaa 
attitudss that# in rotrospsetr sssas d inseourato. Tha naw 
taadsaoy to visw publiostions of ths Alliss and of tha CPI 
as pro p a g a n da lad i«tallaat«ala# aush as Ssltsr Lippasnn, to 
disouoa othiosl onaaunication as a prarsquisits for dsaoora- 
tio govsrnasa* in ths as d a r n industrial world. Bsflsoting 
on wsrtias distort ioas# Lippasna wrots that protaoting tha 
integrity of tho naws was indospsnsibls if ths public was to 
hairs ths asaas to intslligontly osaroias political rights. 11 

Major aoadaaioiaas fuiekly piokad up tho thoas of 
propsganda ss a aodsrn social probloa. Pointing out 
historiesl distortions in ths trostasnt of roosnt political 
history in a Syllabus of ths Norld «sr issusd to prinoipala 
in Mow York City, Charlss Bsard wrots of ths dangara poaad 
by propaganda disguised ss sducation. 12 F.H. Hoddsr, in an 
address ths joint oonvsatioa oi ths Aaarioan and Miasissippi 
Vallay Historiesl Societies, snjoinsd historians to eiaaina 
whether their own field* a writinga presented aa fact tha 
propagaadaa issusd by psrtisans during various hiatorioal 
disputes. 13 Soon eduestors wsrs rscoaasnding that atudenta 
and tha goaecsl public bs taught to critically axasina 
various propegsndaa ooapsting for their attention. 14 Tha 
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draMtlo rlstt of thm ooMunloatlon Industry during th« 
1920a l«Mkt • Sana* of urganoy to thoaa oonoarnad about tha 
athloa of aaaa parauajlon. Tha Mactlaa aork of tha CPI'a 
adaartlalng apaolallata had Inoraaaad tha vlalbllty and 
praatlga of ad«artlalag# and axpandlturaa by advartlsars 
aoarad. Iha flald of public ralatlona raoalvad a alallar 
booat# aa tbouaaada of forMr CPI workara anterad tha raala 
of prlvata bualnaaa. Aoada«i«iana# too# bagan to find 
opportunlt laa for conaultlng* and a group of payohologlsta 
f oundad a f Ira for thla aapcaaa purpoaa. 15 Many aduoatora 
imrrlad ovar tha affaota on tha public of tha naw floods of 
publ ieity. Conoarn about th» athica of aedarn aaaa paraua- 
aion aacj furtbarad by tha oooaaional axpoaura of outright 
dishonaaty* aueh aa tha oaapaign by tha National Blactrie 
Light Aaai)oiation to aubaidisa taxtbook aritara and nawa- 
P«P«c aditera In raturn for tasta and artiolaa that favorad 
privata owaarahip of alaetric po«far planta. 16 

Tha 1920a and 1980a aa» tha aaacganoa of a cenoidarabla 
body of aduoational litaratura daaling with propaganda aa a 
aeeial pcoblaa. Sha auh^t am traatad in najor aoadaaio 
Journala, and antciaa in Faaoholog^ ^l iiw^rtgtf indicata 
tha inoraaaing at^antion paid to pcopaiianda by aocial 
aclantiata. Conearn about Aia h o n aat oo — un tcat ion raachad 
a highpoint during tha aid^uaOa. Tha publication in 1939 
of tha fleeial Beianaa Baaaarch Council* a conprahanaiva 
bibliography on propaganda ahowa that tha aubjact was 
oantral to aeadaale thought. 17 By tha aid-SOa* aajor 
taxtboofca c^n propaganda iwra widaly uaad in univaraitiaa# 
and artiolaa on propaganda analyaia wmra fraguantly found in 
litaratura ainad at aaoondary achool taachara. 18 

Tha o«l»i nation of tha propa gan da analyaia aovonant 
anong aduoatora mm tha founding in 1937 of tha Inatituta 
for Pro p a g an da teaLyaia. Organiaad hf Coluiri^i* Onivaraity'a 
Clyda B. Miliar* tha Inatituta aaa a privata vantura fundad 
chiafly through tha Bdward A. Filana Goodwill Fund. Millar 
racruitiid an adviaory board that inoludad a nuabar of 
aatahliohad ae ad a aio atara, aueh aa Char laa JL Baard# Bobact 
8. Lynd* and Jaaaa T. Bhotwall* and alao inoludad aueh 
riaing f iguraa aa Bdgar D»lo» Laoaard Doab# and Alfrad 
MaClung Laa. Tha Inatituta puhliahad Pronaoanda iMiwf, a 
aonthly bul latin that oeatainad both a faatura articla# 
giving aitbar a aathod for analysing propa g anda or a oasa 
atudy of ita oparation* and an adooational aaction atrasaing 
tha applieatioa of pro p a g anda analyaia to ourront airants. 
fTMiiWBil iBBlnll ■•nt aonthly to an avantual 10,000 
auhaorihaaa^ aad aa aatiaatad oaa ail lion ohildran raooivad 
inatruatioa b a a a d oa tha In8tituta*a aatariala. 19 Tha 
Inatituta alao puMiahad two book-longth atudiaa, ona an 
analysis of Pathar Charlaa Ooughlin*a politieal aaraona on 
radio, tha othar# a study of ooapotiting war propagaadaa by 
Britain and Oacaany in 1940.2^ is practiead by tha Inati- 
tuta, pro p a ganda analyaia waa a wida ranging inmtigation 




that •xplloltly •noouragcd studsnts to prob* Mjor soolal 
InatltutloMi of buslMSs and gov«rnMnt# paying particular 
attantlon to how various points of vlaii Mara prasantad 
through tha aadla of radlOr f ila# and nawapapar. 



Tbm Daolintna Imltim of thio. 

Tha popularity of orltloal propaganda atudlas In 
oollagas and ualvarsltiae during tha »ld~1930a «Ma a 
abort llvad pbaaonanon. Crltloal analysaa of tha aoolal 
atruotuca %mtm ooaalstant with poattwr diaillualoaMnt in 
tha 1920s* and with Oaprasslon-^a quaatlonlag of AMrloan 
aoolaty. Howavar, in tha lata 1930a# as huslaaas fought to 
ragala Its pcaaalnaaoa against Dspcaasion-^ra attaofcara# 
and as tbs nation pullad togathar against paroaivad thcaata 
fro* tbroad* orltloal probas Into aoolal athloa baoaaa loaa 
faahionabla. 

As tbs 1930s draw to a olos*# and cba darkaat daya of 
tha Daprasslen pass ad, Anaclean buslnaaa ragalnad auob 
of Its foraar eonf ldanoa# and a good aaaaura of ita paat 
oradlblllty. Buslnaaa organisations wars no longar willing 
to aaintaln sllaaoa In tbs faoa of aoelal or It loo who 
of farad oballangas to ballafs# valuas* and praotloaa 
obarlsbsd by aaonoalo and palltloal alltaa. Qy 1939^ tha 
Advartlalag Padacatlon of tear lea waa urging ita afflllataa 
to oanpalgn agaiaat taxtbooks that oontalnad orltloal 
analysaa of advsctlslng. Tha Padaratlm waa partloularly 
dlsplaasad with tha traatnant of advactlslng givan In 
Profaasor Harold Bngga*s widaly-uaad book* An Introduction 
to Prnhl^iH nf jtrlffin {THitWt Kugga*s obsarvatlona about 
tha tandaaoy of advartlalng to Mnlpulata tha oonauMr* and 
oooaalonally to ■Israpcasant products* wars falaa* tha 
FMaratlofk oontandad* slnoa advartlalng raduead prloaa by 
allowing aass psedustion* and baoausa advartlalng abuaaa 
wara Infraquant. 21 In 1940* tha national Asaoolation of 
Nanufaoturars eoMlssionad Ralph «. Bobay to ourvay aajor 
tastbooks. Eobay oontandad that sany hooka wara **un- 
Aaarioan in tona and darogatory to tha AMrloan forn of 
govarnaaat and tha capital iat aystaa.** Sobay'a nain 
ob^^tion to tha tastbaeks was that tha booka aaoouragad 
atudants to adopt "a orltloal attltuda** toward ourrant 
affaica.22 

Tha Instltuta for Propaganda Analyaia baoaaa a proa> 
Inant tavgat for thosa opposad to orltloal analysaa of tha 
aoelal atrwetura. In aasly 1941 tha chief Invaatigator for 
tha House Oa learlean Aetlvitias Ceaeittaa* Dr. J.B. 
Matthaw B, ann e une ad that tha institute had been under 
invest igat ion by HOAC in view of ita alleged left-wing 
biaa. Matthews speel^ieally disapproved the Institute's 
eaclier orltloal review of tha astbods of HOAC* and ha 
■sationed inetaneas where e sebsrs of tha Institute's board 
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had talMn public positions on suoh Issuos aid to anti- 
Ftanoo rofugoM fro* Spain. Aftac Matt hows* briaf announoa- 
■ant# tha Instltuta hoard nothing aoro froa tha Housa 
ooMalttaa. 23 

In tha Inoraaolngly tanaa political ataoaphara of 1939- 
1941# opponanta of aduoatlon that pcobad aoclal athlos 
often bcandad athloal analyala aa part of a conspiracy 
to undaralnd doalnant tear lean Institutions. Tbm tUvoh 1# 
1941 nawBlottar of tha Haw York Stata looaoaic Council 
«Mraad of a bcoadly^aad "pcograa of col lactl vising tha 
Onltad Stataa** by undaralnlag pclipata atitarpclaa. Tha 
Xastltuta for Peopaganda Analyala# tha Fcograsslva Kducatlon 
Jasoelat'\o»# tastboek wrltara la aoelal solaaea "who hava 
caught tha collaotlvlat vlalon froa flovlat Russia*" such as 
Pgofaaao c Sngg# and ^cous raligious aoelal action organlsa- 
tlons# waca Idantlfiad aa proalnant co<-consplratora. 24 
Othara u rj s y a p a lh atic »ith aaeouraging atudanta to tMnk 
about social valuaa could ba avan aora Inf lanatory than tha 
Maw York ■soaeaio Couaoil. Clyde Millar^ founder of tha 
Inatltttta for Propaganda Analysis* naa branded a coaaunlst 
"fallow traveler** for bla work with tha group. Martin Dlaa^ 
chalraaa of tmc, casually referred to the Institute's 
educational director, Violet Idwerde, aa a red, a charge 
that the president of Coluabla Onlveralty treated huaoroualy 
when he a ub ssf u e nt ly aet her in the hallway. 25 

■ducatora of tha lata 1930a and early 19408 did not 
welcoae the political attaoke on their efforta to include 
in the eurrlculua dlaoussloas of social and political 
ethics. Clyde Miller, for esei^le, vigorously opposed the 
effort to link hla to red total iter laalaa by aaans of vague 
innuendo. Ftortuaately, the see 1*1 ataeaphare waa not yat 
oonplately hostile for edueetora auch aa Miller. Harold 
Lavlne, editorial director of the Inatituta, recalled that 
while individuala and groupe did not welcoae the Institute's 
orltloal reviews ot their pel it leal effecta, their reac- 
tloas were not pertioularly fearful given the lack of a 
Cold Mar afes ph e r e to iustify such tact lea aa rad~bait- 
lng.26 Iducators vigorously resisted the critics of 
criticisa. For Instanoe, in respeass to ths charges of "un- 
daarleanlaa** in daerleea textbooks, the dafirieen Coaalttae 
for Osaeoreoy sad Intel leotuel F t aa d a a created a coaalttae 
of proaiaant social scientists to investigate the attack by 
tha Matlenal Aeaoelation oi Manufeeturers. The ACDIF 
thereupon oa ap e lgned egalnst ths textbook Invest Igatlons-Df 
HOAC* arguing that edueatlenal ataadards, net political 
orthodoxy, ahould gevern the writing and aaleotlon of achool 
aaterlel«.27 

M the seae tiae that educatora ware overtly defending 
ethical aorirtiliqF of coateiqpocery socisty, a aubtlar force 
wee at work wltbln aeadeae to discourage the fornerly 
vigorous interest by aoadealclans in ths sthlcs of socisty' s 
strueturss and c o aa u nlcat loa practices. Sines World War I, 
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tlM MovttiMnt to mmkm coo la 1 soionoo cocoacoh appose aoco 
■iailar to Mork in tho natural »oi«no«a had gainod oonsidor- 
ablo ground. Tbm pcMtigo of tba naiNir# noro d«soriptivo» 
and 1«M •xplioitly ovaluativo sooial rosoaroh was growing. 
Furtharaoro* tha novo to conduct social roaoaroh according 
to osparinmtal and statistical astliods was sunportod by 
5)rcants froa goipscaasnt and pirivato businoss. 

TiM riss of stati»ti«al--«ipariaMitalis» in social 
soionos aotad to daapan intsrsst by aoadsaioians in sooial 
•thics. This tondsnoy is clsar in eoMnmieat ion roosarch^ 
as Mhsn Hsdlo^ Csntril, first prasidsat of ths Instituto 
for Firopaganda Analysis* worriad about having his nana 
oonaaotad to an astiela ia gjcaaaaaada toaiwiia that coaparad 
tha privata oMnarship and control of Anaciaan broadcasting 
to tha syataaa of Britain and Gacaanr. Caatril wan con- 
cacnad that his saaaing to avaluata tha structura of 
Aaarioan breadoaatiag »ight jaepardisa his winning ranawal 
of a oontcact froa tha Boekafallar Vbundation for survsy 
rosaaroh oa tha aass aa*ia.26 

Fbsitiva inatitutional induooaants for survay and 
axpariaantal oeaaunioation raoaaroh aooalacatad during Rorld 
War 11, whan tha Ibekafallar Ibundatiori supportad contont 
analysis of onaay ooa a un icat ions» and whan tha Acay astab- 
lishad a Bssaaroh Branch that conduetad survays and axpar- 
iaants to halp ovalwatcr tha af f act ivanoos of tha Aray*s 
training and aorala prograas. Tha provan usafulnoss to an 
institutional sponsor of ths ostonaihly valua-fraa wartiaa 
statistioal-aii^irical rosaaroh aada tha nawar rassaroh 
act hods deatnaat in tha postwsr pariod. 

Tha affaots oriontad raaaarch was organisod so as to 
halp tha pceduosr of ccNMMmiaat ion# as oj^osad to tha 
dauDtiMi of tha igaOa propaganda studios to aiding consuaars 
aaka sansa of appaals diractad to thaa. lihila tha nawar 
raaaarch aathads aara far froa valua f raa — baoausa thay 
tacitly aooaptad tha validity of axiating pattarns of 
organisation and control — tha atatist ical-an^irical raaaarch 
aathoda aavacthalaaa subordiaatad athioal issuas by giving 
thaa littla# if any, axplicit attention. 

lha aaw oppertunltiaa for poatwar aoadaaic sooial 
soiantista to ooaduot prostigaous raaaarch whila# at tha 
saaa tiasv avoiding aaking troubling fuastioas about tha 
social struotiira* cans at an fortuitous nonsnt. Por during 
tha postwar yaara* tha aooial at a o a p h ara was not hospitabla 
for aaaroh^ing inguiriaa into tha dasirability of Aasrioa's 
sooial struetursa and sot la 1 praotioaa. Bhila tha affort 
to ooaaaot soa d a n io atudiaa in aooial athios to Russian 
bolshavisn wsa by ao asaaa aaw» tha aood of postwar Anarioa 
was nora raoaptlwi to auah appaala. Around tha world# tha 
advancing opaetra of ooananiaa waa aada raal by tha fall of 
China to tho vad araias of Mao Tfea-tuag. Chargas that tha 
advanoa of oo a n un isn abroad^ and at bona was duo to tha work 
of doneatio subvarsivas wara fualad by tha conviction of 



' ERIC 10 



Mqmt Hiss on ohargM of pocjury stomlng froa his having 
•vldontly pMMd Stato Oapartaaat doouaants to a roaaunlst 
agaat. ftorrlaa about tha nation's astarnal and Intarnal 
oaourlty lant oradlblllty to tbosa who andaavorad xo rid 
•duoatloa of ocltloalr athloal analysis. 

Proialaaat aaaag thm taetlos uaad to dlaoovsaga avalua- 
tlon of oontaapocscy soolaty «iaca parsonal attacks on tha 
•dv9ators# and effort* to oansor tlM odaeatloaal^ aatarlal. 
Klrtlay Mathar, tha Harvard gaologlst and foraar prasldant 
of tha last Itttta for Pro p aga n da Aaalyslsr waa ona aduoator 
so slaadarad. Hotwlthataadlag his llfa-loag proalnaaoa as 
a Baptist lay laadar» and hia rap^tatlon aa an aeadaaic 
Boiantlst and aduoator, Mathar suf farad aany anonyaoua 
and/or vagua aoousatioas aa to his },oyalty during tha twanty 
yaars aftar Morld Rar tl. Tha aost wldaly-dlstrlhutad 
attaek on Mathar eaaa with his laoluslon In a llat of 50 so- 
oallad "dupas and fallow travalacs** pvaparad hy Llfa 
■sgaslns, a roatar that also aaaad Albart Blastaln and 
Laoaard Bacaatala. Tha Llfa aad ethar ohargaa wara baaad on 
tha taeties of In au a ad o and guilt by association. In idkJch 
figures auoh as Mathar uara attaokad for thalr stands on 
public iBsuaa, or for havUig co n aa o tiona to groups that «Mra 
lAtar shoaa to laoluda ooHwalsts as a s ab a r s.af nhan Mathar 
was alaetad praaidaat of tha AsMcioaa Jtoaoolatlon for tha 
ddvaaoanant of Solanea* Baaator Jesaph McCarthy, twisting 
Mathar* s raeord of aetlva, opaa sartlolpatloa in politics, 
fashlonad tha chacga that his alaotloa coast Itutad avldanoa 
of "CoMMmlat iafiltratloa Into tha ranks of selanea. "30 

la addltioa to attaokiag aduoators, f cross opposed to 
critical social aaalyals lavlad ohargaa agalast various 
tart books. SMctbook oaaaocshlp oaapaigao, oftaa basad oa 
iBprobabla allagatioas, wara raapaat durlag tha 1940s aad 
1950s. la tha ataeaphara of MoCarthylsa, It was posslbla to 
gala a haarlag for virtually mwf charge that a book was part 
of the Doa au alet plot, as whea cae neaber of the ladlana 
Ttixtbeok Ooaalaaloa called far reaoval of Mohla Hood In view 
of Its alleged proaotlon of coaaualst doctrines. In Taxes, 
a 1953 law ra9*<irad thet for a textbook to be adopted. Its 
author had to ^wear aa oath that he or she had aever beea a 
■saber of the C o a a ua lst Party or other group listed as 
subveralva by tha 0.8. Attorney Oaaeral.ai 



■thios in the Ccataaaorarv Currleulua 

Tha place of ethics la today's clasaraeas caa be oaly 
described aa aabiguoua. This aablvalent role of conteapor- 
•ry ethical ^aalysis ewes to the legacy of 1940* aad 1950b 
anti-critical traads, oa which has beea supariaposed 1960s 
and 1970b political act 1 visa. Tha axisteaca of cent red ic- 
tory iapulsaa cagarding athloal adueation aaslly asy be 
disosraad. On the one band, a nuabar of trends encouraga 



•dueatocs to Inoluda athloal analyals la thslr Instruct Ion. 
Om trand favoring an opatt-«lndad scrutiny of soolaty la 
that wmgvm NoCarthyaagua chargaa today ara laaa affactlva aa 
■aana to dlaoradlt advooataa and arguaanta. NoCarthy, 
lilMalf# la alaoat unlvaraally dlaoradltad, and uaaa of hla 
favor Ita tact lea of Inavaado and guUt by aaaoolatlon 
Invariably bring tba odiua of "MoCacthyiaa** upon thalr 
uaara. Tba waakanlng of tba aaaar tactic oraataa a cllaata 
In wbleb ona faeaa laaa clak In probing balow tba aufaoa of 
contaaperary laaaaa and laatltutf^na. Tba aooaptablllty 
of orl^loal analyala today. In tbaory If not iklaaya in 
practlca, la llluatratad In Praaldant Bonald Raagan'a 
advlca to a group of oollc^ atudanta tbat youtb abould not 
taka atataaanta* avan froa tba praaldant, at faoa valua, 
but# rathar, abould ohaok tbaa oMt.32 

Baalo to tba raeant rababllltat Ion of atbloal analyala 
«Ma tba radlaoovary* during tba flatnaa and Matargata 
aplaodaa# of tba aoelal valua of probing analyala of tba 
atbioa of advooataa* Inatltutlona*. and arguaanta. Tba 
raaiMkaiklng of tba public t* tba notion tbat laadara aay ba 
Ignorant* nay barbor baaa notlvaa* and aay lla# Inaplrad 
aduoatora inocaaaa tbalr attantlan to social atblba. Tbla 
tandanay ia wall llluatratad by ?latnaar«ra Ttech-ina* and 
by an aaaodota ralatad by Heaard Kabana In tba prafaca to 
bla 1971 taxt on Laaio and CantaMorarv Bhutorio. l&*bana 
daaorlbad a claaa In itbloh ba waa **golng ovar tba (to aa) 
faaclaatlng Intrloaolaa of tba pradieata logic guantlflar 
rulaa,** aban **a atudant aakad In dlaguat bow anything ba'd 
laaraad all aaaaatar long bad any baarlng wbatavar on 
Praaldant Jobnaon'a daclalon to aaoalata In yiatnaa. '*33 In 
tba apaaeb ooaaunloat Ion flald, tba naw aarkat for atbical 
analyala aaa aat by atudlas In contaaporary rbatorlcal 
crltlolaa. 

Vblla tba upbaavala of tba 'Ma and '70a craatad a 
ranaaad acoaptabllty for aaarcblng Inqulrlaa Into tba 
natura of aodarn aoclaty, tba polltlca of racant yaara baa 
aaan tba antl--ocltloal tranda oontlnua# ibougb In aitarad 
fora. In tba flald of coaaimloat lon# juat aa tba aova to 
**valua fraa** atudlaa la tba 1940a daapanad Intaraat In 
probing tba aaral alaaanta of tba ooaaunloat Ion Induatry, 
today* a affort to aaat atudanta* daaanda for ralavant 
vooatloaal aapacianoa during tba oellaga yaara* acta to 
dlvact attantlon froa atbloal laauaa. Bavlaw of today* a 
ooaaunloat Ion taatbooka aboaa tbat ooac Idarat lona of tba 
atbloal laport of tba oosMMialeat Ion Induatry — Ita atruo- 
turaa, pattaraa of oaatr^l, ralatlon to political daaooracy, 
and iapaot ba aoeial wolf ara — ara not traatad aa a crucial 
toploa tbat da aar va ana ar aara obaptar-laagtb traataanta. 
Rbloal aattaca typloally rapraaant an oeoaaloaal aalda* or 
ataga wblapar# Sa our laatruetSonal lltaratura. Ironically, 
tba baat known orltlgua of aduoatloaal vocational laa In our 
own flald, Donald Klla* assay cn '*Tba Sbaaa of Spaach 



CoMMunioatioiw** faults appli**! organisational oomunioation 
■or* for its failurs as purs rsssaroh than, its disintar''jat 
in the broa4 sthioal ^usstions raissd by tha oomunioat ions 
of Mdsrn bttsiasss and 9e«sriMMikt.34 

Moving boyond ths ooMMiaioatioa ourrioulun# tfes ohiaf 
disinoMitiv* to olasscooa trostasnts of social sihios staas 
fro* ooat«apecscy political aaohinations. Whsrsas aducators 
in ths 1940s and 1990s bad asinly to eontond witb rigbist 
ebscgss of u n i as c ioanisa — sad in th« oasa of esrtain 
litaratura, tba aoeu(»atioa of o bs ssw ity — tbs tsaobiir of 1985 
faoas d saaa d a froa a variaty of social groups tbat harbor 
strong political intarasta about what ahould and ahould not 
ba taught. Ho ona aho aubaittad aaauseripts to acadaaic 
5ouraal8 or eoaaacaial taat pulkllahara in tha last tan yaars 
ia unawara of tha charge that carta in linguiatic usagas ara 
"saxiat.*" Man Psataa»» aditor of WC. , racantly !:«prlatad 
and diacuasad a auabar of lattacs ba continuas to racaiva 
froa raadara aha daaaad that tha Journal adopt thair yiaws 
on ths pcopar uaa of pconeuna. Tha lattar writars both 
tabulatad tha of fanaiva foraa aad offacad advica on styla 
books that haadlad tha aattar corractly.35 Ftoa Longviaa* 
Tssaar Mai aad Meraaa Qablav*s Idueatienal Ssaaarch Analysts 
organisation today oaads out raporta on aohool bookse 
wsrniag stata tastbaok eoaaittaas about iacaioral litaratura# 
and hiatorioal aacrativaa which dsviata fcoK "traditional 
Aaarical iraluaa.** A typical objactioa aaa that a history 
taxt aight **arousa racial taasions** by davoting too auoh 
spaea to tha topic of olawiry# an institution long ago 
aliaiaatad.3d Maarly avacyoaa is faaiMac with tha 1961 
court ohallaaga to tha jyrkaaaaa laa that ca^uirad "oraa- 
tioa-Mianoa,** (i.a.» tha thaory of creation baaad on tha 
account givan ia tha boelr of O-^aitis.) to ba givaa **bal- 
anoad traataaat** <with raapaat to ablation) in soianca 
claaaaa. tha laa aaa aasrtusaad by 0,8. District Judga 
Milliaa R. Oasrtoa^ahe foaad that oraatio»-scioaca was 
caliigiatts dOTaa thinly a aa h a d aa soianca. 37 

la today* a aaoia-palitioal ataaaphara# aaaaingly 
ctvacyona baa idaaa on woat ooaaitutas an appropriataly 
writtaa taatbsak. ^ !]srold Millar* C.B.0 of Houghton 
Mifflin* points cu«. "nobody wins all tha bat t las** in 
taatbaab a d » ft |aa stragglaa that ara wagad in tha pluralis- 
tic ataocphaca of ooataaperary politioa.3a Ona occaaional 
ras^U of diaaraa aha^l saga s to tastboeks Is tha strategy 
of safety* that ia# tba effort to publiah works that aia to 
9ff aad aa 1-ittla aa paasibla^ Mhen iaoff ensiveness is the 
intent* the outooae eea be dull high school history texts* 
or biology baaka that uia eapheaiaaa for evolution. 39 

In M s pt sab er X9d8» Milliaa J. Baanatt* 0.8. Mecretary 
of Ittuaatioa*^ avgftd tbat JiMsiean aahoels bridge the 
net ion* a divacaa ooairiotiaaa aad intercata to instill a 
core of auah ceaaaa valuea aa patriotiaa* self -discipline* 
thrift* honesty* and the conviction "that there is a 



•oral dittmrmnom b«tw««c tlw Onitad StatM and tha Soviat. 
Onion. ** 40 That Bannatt addraaaad hia rasarka to an organi- 
sation which oppoaaa aax aduoation and "aaoulac huaaniaa*** 
illuatcatae tha probla* of iaplaaanting hia and anyona 
alaa'a viaion of idaal athioal aduoation. Ohoaa athioa in 
tho olaaacoea? In a divmraa* plural iatio# oonatitutional 
rapublie# baaad on virtually vnivaraal auffraga# tha 
guaation la politioal aa wall aa aduoational. Tha politica 
of athioa inavitably aurfaoaa avary tiaa a taaohar antara a 
aooial atudiaa olaaarooa, or a taxt writar faeaa blank 
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